Matteo Pugliese

BER B

Born in 1969, Matteo Pugliese is a prominent

contemporary sculptor who has earned wide
popularity in Europe during the last decade.

A self-taught artist with a Modern Literature
degree from the University of Milan, Pugliese
has since 2001 dedicated himself to sculpture
creation, by now he has had over thirty solo
exhibitions in ltaly and abroad.
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Pugliese’s figurative sculptures masterfully synthesize classical
realism, contemporary sensibilities and revolutionary concepts.
He keeps exploring new frontiers of contemporary sculpture
through his unique language, combining classic materials like
bronze and marble with modern elements, merging anatomical
precision with expressive dynamism, and bridging personal
emotions with universal values.
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Pugliese's works are imbued with emotional authenticity.
Bearing the imprint of life from his hand, his works capture
intense psychological dimensions that invoke our shared
experience, inviting viewers to face their own desires, joy
and beliefs.
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have fought a lonely battle against walls, striving for
a new reality.
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These figures, rooted in the sculptural tradition since
Michelangelo, are anatomically precise and full of vitality
and movement. The complex, layered texture of bronze,
created by multiple patinas and the imprints from the
artist’s hand, stands as a haunting mementos of
endurance and free will.
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Il segreto (F%)
2007, Bronze £, 106 x 47 x 30cm




Daimon (Demon) {5&F)
2018, Bronze £, 210 x 116 x 31cm




Nelle tue Mani (In Your Hands) (&%)
2018-2019, Bronze or resin and charcoal on wall £, #ig R R E R iE L
218 x 775 x 65cm



Le Penseur (The Thinker) (GLE&)
2018, Bronze £, 210 x 120 x 53 cm




Die Mauer ()

2016, Bronze £, 6m H 7K 3,

Marina di Pietrasanta {8 1§15 1&

Solo exhibition curated by Philippe Daverio
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A Matter of Trust

{32 5 ) 2020
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A Matter of Trust is inspired by a childhood game where one :
person falls backward, relying on another person behind him

to catch him. For the first time Pugliese’s human figure v
liberates itself from the constraints of walls, surrendering to

fate and the unknown with faith.
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A Matter of Trust, Mar 2023-2024, 3m (H) x 2.52m
Saint Charles Borromeo Church, Antwerp, Belgium
DEWEEE, LHBRFET



A Matter of Trust {3 &)
Santa Margherita Ligure, Italy
BEXA EBREENGE



Broken

WY % 2023



In Pugliese’s latest series “Broken”, he
breaks down his beloved figures into
fractures. This act of destruction,
reminiscent of experiences of personal
wounds, and also the restoration of ancient
Greek and Roman statues, symbolizes the
necessary death before renewal - a
memento of rebirth.
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Broken 1 - Sinner {Bif%(—)B4&)
2023, Bronze £, 64 x 68 x 29cm
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THE GUARDIANS

| am here, | protect you.

| guard your walls and the warmth of your home.

| want to prevent that world crossing the threshold of your home.
| watch over you so that you are not short of anything necessary
but above all so that the superfluous is never essential for you.

| can offer you this: a controlled strength
ready to set into motion.

Decisive, not arrogant.

Determined, not violent,

Impressive, not aggressive

| will stay with you and watch your world
take shape in front of you.




We will end up in different homes,

some of us will perhaps

cross the sea and end up in places

that nobody could ever imagine.

We will be a dispersed army,

united by the people who have chosen us,
who will have been chosen by us.

Listen to our silence.
| am here, | protect you.
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Since the 1990s, Pugliese has drawn .i(ispiration froma
diverse array of cultures and spiritual traditions, including
Tibetan, Mayan, Egyptian, Japanese, Amerlcan and
African. By incorporating totemic protector figures from
these civilizations, he taps into unlversél human desires for
spiritual protection and the safeguardmg of home. ‘
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Grotesque mask
17-18th century









These figures are made of clay, bronze or
ceramic, even marble. Adorned with intricate
details such as chainmail armor, straps,
coins, and screws, the Guardians act as
spiritual protectors, reviving the essence of
diverse cultures amidst globalization.
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Swiss coins RptfEfk

Swiss Guardian Il (35 t~F#&E)(Z)

2020, Bronze, terracotta and Swiss coins out of circulation
. 78, BRI TE

45 x 31.5x21cm



Fake nails {& B

Scandinavian Guardian (&g #h IR AR SFEEE)
2011, Bronze and terracotta i & 7~F, 32 x 22 x 18cm



Samurai Guardian XIV { B &R = #&&(+m)) Namibian Guardian — Himba ($4X tLEE <P €% - FE i)
2020, Bronze and terracotta #f. 7~B, 43 x 29 x 27cm 2017, Bronze #f, 53 x 26 x 24cm



The nearly meter-tall Samurai Guardian (VIll),
for instance, is carved from white-veined
Paonazzo marble, a challenging material
favoured in ancient European architecture and
Renaissance sculpture for its associations with
power, wealth, and devotion.
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Siena marble Carrara marble Paonazzo marble
HEREAKIER RHAI KR RINMERER



Samurai Guardian VIl Magnum
2018, ( KB BAKLF#ERE) (+=)
Bardiglio marble, terracotta and bronze,
EaEFEXER. K.

210 x 145 x 120cm
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Pachamama
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Pacha

means “Earth” — world, landscape and time
EAaTKih ) — HEE, Lith, FFiE

maina

means “Mother” — soul and essence
EATBH- SHEARE



Created in 2023, the debut “Pachamama” series is
named after the spirit of “Mother Earth” which was )
honored by the indigenous tribes of the Andean ,4{’
highlands in South America, and was regardeqi ; -
source of the nurturing essence of nature. ThIS V\?Uf‘k

reflects the artist's deep contemplation on the - _ ;
harmonious coexistence between humans and nature —
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Pachamama 1 (Mangbetu Tribe - Northern Congo)
(Kithz £ (—) e HEER%- MR ALER), 2023, Bronze
8, 48 x 22 x 18cm




Departing from his familiarity with bronze, Pugliese
ventured to Val Gardena, a region renowned for its
wood carving tradition dating back to the 17th century,
to create sculptures in walnut wood for the first time.
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Pachamama 1 (Mangbetu Tribe - Northern Congo)
(Kithz & (—) = REE%- MIRILER), 2024 Walnut
wood BABKR, 90 x 44 x 34cm










.. After so many years, | went backto ... ZE% FTREMEPZMTE, hFE

playing with beetles. Perhaps it’s to ATHBREZEAMEL XB2ATHL
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that distant spirit. Or ma be dear beetles
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Created since 2011, the “Beetles” series preserves Pugliese’s gratitude
for his memorable childhood within jewel-toned ceramic shells
commemorating life’s fleeting yet precious moments of transformation
and growth, as well as a reminder of our origins.
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Pugliese revisits the summers of his childhood
in Sardinia, where he and his cousin painted
vibrant patterns on beetle shells, causing
confusion among amateur bug enthusiasts who
thought they had found rare specimens.

These tender memories now fuel his artistic
energy, turning ordinary moments into precious
gems.
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Each Beetle contains a whimsical
souvenir from his youth, such as
thumb-sized figurines of Darth
Vader and a Queen Elizabeth Il
stamp. He playfully names these
sculptures by modifying old Latin
binomial naming conventions for
species.
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